
respectful relationship with the natural environment has always been
important to Clint and I so we loved that OSOF actively engaged
children in their programming. Elizabeth, an enthusiastic and
knowledgable spokesperson, was full of great ideas and together we
started to imagine what a partnership would look like. 
Having worked with her and with OSOF for three years now, I am
excited to see that our work is finally starting to show. Each of the past
three springs, we’ve taken Kenaston’s Grade 5/6 class out to a small
body of water along the Broderick Brightwater Creek. 
Under Elizabeth’s thoughtful guidance, we’ve planted a variety of
native trees and shrubs and together learned how to properly plant
seedlings and what conditions allow them to thrive. 

Notes From The Field by Tanya Ringdal
A few years ago, on a trip to Costa Rica, my family was marveling at the wild
and peaceful beauty of the jungle that wrapped around the edges of a
winding creek. With our feet in the water and the shade of the trees to keep us
cool, we walked along, listening to the monkeys, the macaws and the
bubbling water. 

That experience inspired a conversation later in the day; wouldn’t it be nice to
have a Saskatchewanish version of that around the farm? It didn’t take long
for my husband, Clint, to realize that - as growers and land owners - we had
access to the water and the land, and if we planted some trees, we could
create similarly lush and animal-inhabited spaces close to home. It wouldn’t
happen overnight, but with a vision and some patience, it was possible. 

We began exploring programs with biodiversity objectives and it didn’t take
long before OSOF landed on our radar. Ensuring that  our children have a
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 2025 STATS

Ongoing Projects: 26
Trees/shrubs: 1,253

Wildflowers/grasses: 2,290
Native Species: 82

Domestic Species: 7
Students engaged: 700

2020 to 2025:
Total Planted: 10,785

(trees,shrubs, flowers, grasses)

Working with OSOF meets multiple objectives for
us as farmers and as parents with school aged
children. We are thrilled that we learned about
their work a few years ago and plan to continue
our partnership into the future. 

.



The Year of the Yellow Prairie Coneflower 2025/2026

Each living organism interacts with various elements and species within an ecosystem. Over the course of
the year, we will delve into these relationships, explore the original languages associated with these
plants, learn how and where to cultivate them, and recognize that some areas in the province fall outside
their natural range.

Numerous species, including butterflies, moths, bees, wasps, flies, beetles, birds, and mammals, are
integral to the yellow prairie coneflower community. By examining these species closely, we can
appreciate their connections to the larger ecosystem. For instance, scollid and cabronid wasps not only
pollinate the coneflower by feeding on its nectar but also help maintain ecological balance by preying on
beetle larvae and grasshoppers that could threaten our gardens and crops.

We recognize that schools may hesitate to plant gardens due to concerns about summer maintenance and
continuity when a champion teacher departs. By concentrating on one plant each year, we can foster slow,
manageable growth, allowing the entire community to become familiar with the plant and its purpose.
Fortunately, coneflowers generally require little to no watering after their first month.

If you are interested in requesting plants or volunteering for this initiative, please send an email to
info@oneschoolonefarm.com with “Coneflower” in the subject line by February 1st. We will distribute
plants to each location based on interest and availability. We also encourage those with coneflower seeds
to share generously, enabling everyone to contribute in their own way.

A heartfelt thank you to the organizations that are supporting this initiative by helping to spread the word:
Wild About Saskatoon, Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan, Treaty Land Sharing Network, and
SaskOutdoors!
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One School One Farm is launching an annual initiative aimed at helping
schools, community organizations, individuals, and land partners develop a
deep understanding of one native plant each year.

This concept stems from a vision shared by Lisa Grilz of Blazingstar Wildflower Seed
Company. Lisa envisions crocuses being planted in numerous schools to connect students
with this beautiful sign of spring. For the 'Year of the Crocus' to take place, Blazingstar and
other growers must first have a sufficient supply of 2- or 3-year-old crocuses available.

Lisa proposed that the yellow prairie coneflower (osâwâpakwanîs) Ratibida columnifera is an ideal
starting point for the 'Year of the Native Plant' initiative. This plant is easy for participants to grow from
seed, and local growers are expected to have a plentiful supply.

Why A Whole Year?

Scollid WaspCabronid Wasp

If you are ever in a grasshopper’s shoes, don’t accept hugs from these two...
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Telling Our Story This Giving Season

In early 2023, I received a phone call that transformed my life and put One School One Farm on the map. I
had reached out to several foundations with letters outlining the vision for this initiative. The response
was overwhelmingly positive, leading to a generous donation from a silent partner, which provided the
seed funding necessary for us to reach our current status with 26 projects across Saskatchewan. This has
highlighted the incredible potential of collaboration among people and we will be forever grateful.

We are now focused on establishing additional funding partnerships to ensure our continued growth and
support for projects, creating meaningful employment opportunities, and expanding into new
communities. To support this effort, our partners have generously shared their insights. You can find
more statements like these on our social media channels.

“The plantings are doing surprisingly well considering we have been experiencing less than average rainfall
but this is a testament to the knowledge of the OSOF team and their ability to educate the students on how
to plant to ensure the greatest likelihood of success. Our soil here is light and sandy so any additional trees
and biodiversity we can add will go a long way to help with ecosystem health. So glad we got involved!”
 ~ Arlie LaRoche, www.farmoneforty.ca

“I experienced a range of emotions when I was outside, including calmness, curiosity, and occasional awe.
There’s something about learning outdoors that sticks with you more. It’s not just reading or hearing about
nature—you’re in it. And honestly, that’s the best part.” Lina, Grade 8 student, Saskatoon

December 2nd

Give the Gift of Biodiversity and Ecological Literacy this Season
Through our annual Habitat Meter Gift Campaign, you have the opportunity to provide a meaningful gift
certificate to someone special in your life while also receiving a charitable tax receipt in return. For more
details, please continue reading on the following page.

http://www.farmoneforty.ca/
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Engage and Participate

How to Donate?

Our Projects Exist Because Of Your Generosity
We express our gratitude to the numerous
individuals and community organizations
that support our efforts, particularly the
Community Initiatives Fund and Affinity
Credit Union.

Ways to get involved:
Grow plants for us
Clean and package seeds
Volunteer for a committee
Become a member
Become a project partner
Connect -  info@oneschoolonefarm.com.

Seeking Project Partners

You can donate and receive a charitable tax receipt using any of the
following methods:

Pay no fees by sending an etransfer to donate@oneschoolonefarm.com 
         We will send your receipt to the email used in the transaction unless 
          otherwise indicated. 

Cheques can be made payable to 'One School One Farm Shelterbelt
Project' and delivered to a board member or mailed to: 825 Avenue F
North, Saskatoon, SK, S7L 1W6
Donate through Canada Helps on our website or on the platform here:

         https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/one-school-one-farm/
*All donations for over $100 will be added to a draw for this beautiful
painting, and donations for over $50 will be added to a draw for our
Nature Journaling Unit Plan or a signed hardcover copy of Nature’s
Apprentices: Magic of the Peatlands by Elizabeth Bekolay.

Zealandia, 11 x 14 acrylic on Canvas.
by Wendy Siemens

We are seeking land partners near:
Prince Albert
Saskatoon
Lloydminster
Humboldt
Moose Jaw

We are seeking partner teachers near:
Regina
North Battleford

Cuckoo wasp on
Antennaria planted by

Allan School at
Wander’s Tiny Farm.

Photo by Stefanie
Sturris


